The safety plan that will be implemented is based on NYSDOH, NFHS Return to Play Guidelines, and CDC regulations. This plan exceeds requirements, recommendations, and suggestions made by all agencies listed above. We will make it our best effort to ensure the safety of our entire community, while creating a fun and competitive environment for our coaches and athletes. Above all we must ensure that we are not only committed to the safety of our interscholastic sports participants but also our entire district of students and staff. The decisions we make could impact the health and safety of over 2,200 staff and students. We must recognize that the decision to play fall sports will benefit 130 student athletes and coaches, and at the same time we must make a full commitment to protecting the 2,180 staff and students who have just entered an unprecedented time in educational history. This is why our safety plan must not only meet NYSDOH guidelines, but exceed the protocols to ensure the safety of our entire community.




Sign ups for fall sports began on May 4, 2020. The window of time to sign up remained opened for over a 100 days. New York State Athletics has mandated a "10" practice requirement before the first contest. FamilyID has been closed for "Fall 1" sports sign ups and will reopen again in October for winter sports sign ups. Those who signed up for the "Fall 2" season will have to sign up again in January of 2021. I ask for your understanding as we move forward, that we have to put our focus on the health and safety of those currently participating in "Fall 1" sports.



Face Masks

Face masks must be worn at all times. Coaches will instruct their athletes on protocols for face masks during practice and games. Coaches will instruct players and coach them on mask procedures/protocols. This is an enormous change for us all, and we will do our best to adhere to ALL guidelines. If your child does not comply with this policy they will be removed from the team.


Practice Locations



· All practices will take place at the high school. Golf will be at CCC
· Tennis, Cross Country, Girls/Boys Soccer, and Field hockey will practice inside “the bubble” 
· The bubble is everything inside Homer HS Campus. All spaces inside Center St, Copeland Ave, Park Ave, and 281. This rectangle will hold all practices and contests. However, Cross Country will leave the “the bubble” for their training runs. The concession stand will be remade into an athletic training facility. 
· We have created three changing rooms for in-person learners. In-person learners will leave the high school at the final bell. In-person learners will not leave campus if they are scheduled for an early practice time slot. These student athletes will report directly to the concession stand, unless the in-person learner has a late practice time or late match/contest. 
· An early practice time slot would be considered any practice that will begin at 3:00 pm, 3:15 pm,  3:30 pm, or 3:45 pm. If an in-person learner leaves campus and comes back for an early practice time slot, they will not be allowed into the athletic facility. 
· A late practice time slot would be considered as any practice beginning AFTER 3:50 pm. In that case, the in-person learner would have permission to leave campus grounds and return for their late practice session. 
· If you are dropping your child off, or driving, please do not enter the stadium parking lot before 3:30. This would pertain to any teams who are scheduled for a 3:30 screening and 3:45 pm practice in the stadium. 
· Once again please remain in your vehicles until the exact drop off time. 
· If you are not an in-person learner that day, and you are walking to practice, please try your best not to arrive prior to the drop off time. Drop off times do apply to walkers. 






Arrival to Campus for Practice



1. There are no available locker rooms. If you are dropped off you must be dressed and ready for practice. In-person learners will have designated changing areas. 
2. ALL student athletes will receive their own water bottle, and navy blue face covering
3. Bathrooms at concession stands will be open for use. One person at a time
4. Each student athlete must bring their Homer Athletics issued water bottle or a water bottle from home. Your water bottle must have your name on it. Water bottles can not be shared. If you do not have a water bottle you can not practice. This is part of your required equipment. A parent/guardian can not drive back to campus to bring you a water bottle. 
5. If a student-athlete needs to leave practice early, this must be communicated to their coach and the athletics office. If there is an extenuating circumstance or emergency, please contact the athletic office at 607-749-1213. This only applies to leaving practice before it ends, NOT arriving late. 
6. Each student will be given a location to report to, when they arrive on campus
7. Families may drop off students in the South Parking Lot. NO vehicles can enter the stadium parking lot prior to 3:30 pm. (Pre - K busses and dismissal occur between 3- 3:30  pm)
8. Students must remain in cars until designated time. Students and families should not be congregating outside of vehicles while waiting for practice to begin or end. 
9. If your Soccer or Field Hockey practice is scheduled for the grass field, your drop-off and pick up location will be the South Parking lot, nearest the HTEC building
10. If your Soccer or Field Hockey practice is scheduled for a time after 5:00 pm, your drop-off and pickup will be the stadium parking lot
11. Student-athletes will proceed to screening location at designated site
12. Practice start times will be staggered to ensure students are not waiting in long lines to be screened. 
13. To maintain equity, practice times will change so all teams can use the turf stadium. Times will rotate during the week based on game schedules. 
14. Practice schedules will be released on a week to week basis. Practice times and locations will change due to covid restrictions. We must be flexible and understanding that this is not a usual season and things will be very different. 
15. Parents/guardians must remain in the car while teams are practicing. Parents/guardians must arrive at the designated drop and pick up times. Please do not arrive early or late. This will impact other students and our plan to strictly adhere to NYSDOH. 
16. If your child arrives past the 15 minute drop off window, they will not be allowed into the stadium for screening, and must go home. There will be NO extenuating circumstances. We must ensure the health and safety of ALL
17. If a student does not pass screening or shows signs/symptoms of covid, the student will follow the same protocol as they would in the school building.  The student will enter our isolation area, where they will remain until an adult can pick them up and follow HCSD protocol and procedures
18. Hand sanitizing stations will be placed around the athletic facility. Coaches will be required to have a hand washing session at a designated point in their practice. 

