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In this new year, there have been 

some changes to the school calendar. The 

first change to affect the student body was 

the January Regents schedule. Midterms 

are beneficial for students, which is why 

the January Regents week was also used 

for midterms. Although the administration 

had to work out the ruffles to this new 

schedule, this change was supported by the 

teachers and community of Homer. For the 

entire student body, midterms means that 

there will be a reduced amount of material 

on the final exams due to the fact that stu-

dents will only be tested on material from 

February to June instead of from Septem-

ber to June. As an added benefit, the ninth 

graders were exposed to formal exams to 

better prepare them for the State Regents 

in June. 

Also, this year the state moved the 

English Language Arts state test for grades 

three through eight, which meant that most 

schools in Central New York were forced 

to change the date of their spring break. 

Unfortunately, Homer was one of those 

schools. Homerôs original spring break 

was the sixteenth to the twentieth of April, 

but because of the ELA testing, spring 

break is now the ninth to the thirteenth of 

April.  

Homer High School is continually 

making changes, so be sure to keep check-

ing the website to stay updated. 

Leah Custer   

Changes for the New Year 

Every year, the Interna-

tional Club picks an organi-

zation to which they want 

to donate money. In the 

past, the club has chosen 

organizations such as 

Heifer International and 

Miracles in Action. The 

money for these donations 

comes from the various 

fundraising activities that 

the International Club or-

ganizes, such as the Annual  

Fall Costume Ball and 

other fundraisers through-

out the year. This year, the 

club has chosen for its pet 

project an organization 

called No Kid Hungry, part 

of a larger program called 

Share Our Strength.  
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The holiday season is known for its wide 

variety of famous, soul-warming music. Many 

people attend concerts, plays and musicals, and 

even sing-along events to express their holiday 

spirit. 

Every year, families and friends have the 

advantage of visiting our auditorium to hear some 

of this beautiful music. The band and choir 

groups each put together a concert through which 

priceless music is shared. The band concert took 

place at 7:30 on December 8, 2011, and included 

the concert band and Jazz band. The choir concert 

was held at 7:30 on December 15, 2011, and was 

comprised of performances by the concert choir 

and chamber choir, Blue Notes, Ruby Rhythms, 

and Men in Black. 

Sarah Willsey  

Music Warms the Soul 

Photos by K. Lang  
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   Every Christmas season is filled with special 

traditions that put the icing on the cake. These tradi-

tions range from the popular Christmas tree to a fam-

ily-generated ritual. One of the many popular tradi-

tions is watching the famous production, The Nut-

cracker Ballet. Being one of the most well-known 

Christmas stories, it is taught and performed at dance 

schools all over the world. 

 The renowned ballet performance was based 

on ñThe Nutcracker and the King of Mice,ò written by 

E.T.A. Hoffman. The story is based around a young 

girl named Clara and the seemingly real adventures 

that she has with her nutcracker prince. 

         The Nutcracker Ballet was performed this year 

at the Homer Center for the Arts by the Cortland City 

Ballet, instructed by Amy Porcaro-Taylor. It took 

place on December 9, 2011 at 7pm. Rachel McNeil  

and Mara Walagurski are enrolled in the dance school 

and took two of the lead positions in the show. Con-

gratulations to both of the girls, and thank you for 

sharing your talent with us! Beautiful productions 

such as The Nutcracker help make the holiday season 

what it is. 

 Sarah Willsey 

A Christmas Tradition  

Photos by C. McNeil  



SADDôs Largest Red Ribbon 
 Recently, Homer High Schoolôs SADD organ-

ized and coordinated the creation of SADDôs Largest 

Red Ribbon, a fundraising event. SADD used the 

money earned in a $1000 donation to the Southern 

Tier AIDS Program (STAP). This program, founded 

in 1984, is dedicated to educating people about HIV 

and AIDS prevention and to providing care services 

for those living with these 

diseases. This foundation 

serves eight counties in the 

Southern Tier of New York. 

Because all of STAPôs ser-

vices are free, and confiden-

tial, all funding for the pro-

gram comes from the New 

York State Department of 

Health, grants, and dona-

tions. Many organizations 

across the state and country 

have been involved in simi-

lar fundraising activities, 

including World AIDS Day, AIDS Ride for Life, Hair 

Warz, and the Worldôs Largest Red Ribbon. The club 

has been fundraising for this donation for five years, 

though this is only the second year of the red ribbon. 

In previous years, SADD members sold t-shirts and 

buttons and sponsored hat days to raise money. To 

prepare for the event, members in SADDôs Media and 

Organization committee designed t-shirts, and all 

members worked to sell and order the shirts. 

On December 23rd, 2011, before first period, 

SADD members ushered students and staff of Homer 

High School onto Buttsô Field 

for the event. All dressed in 

red, everybody lined up in the 

shape of a ribbon, guided by 

the cones on the field. Turning 

their faces to the bleachers, 

everybody smiled as Mr. Mas-

senzio, SADDôs advisor, 

snapped pictures of the group. 

As soon as this was finished, 

students and staff alike rushed 

inside to get out of the cold. 

SADD made their donation to 

STAP in January. Thanks to 

everyone who helped to make 

this event such a success! 

For more information about STAP, see http://www.stapinc.org/. 

 Ali Jenkins  
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This foundation is devoted to eliminating 

childhood hunger in America by 2015. Share Our 

Strength has been battling against hunger 

since 1984, when it began in response to 

a famine in Ethiopia, and it has achieved 

tremendous success recently. In 2009 

alone, they provided 4.5 million meals 

for children in need. In 2010, the organi-

zation raised 24.6 million dollars thanks 

to fundraising, donations, and sponsor-

ships. It is with the help of people who 

are willing to take the pledge or donate to 

this program that No Kid Hungry is able 

to help so many children. Over 126,000 people have 

already taken the Share Our Strength Pledge in an ef-

fort to support this cause. By amassing this huge 

group of people with a similar goal in mind, No Kid 

Hungry hopes to utilize the resources and programs 

that are already available in order to ensure that no 

American child goes hungry.      

International Club is doing their part by 

donating a sum of money to this program. 

Money for this donation will be raised 

through fundraisers set up by International 

Club members. One such event will run 

from February 6th through the 10th, when 

the club will be hosting a bake sale in the 

lobby during ninth periods. Be on the look-

out for ways you can support this fund-

raiser and make a difference in ending 

American childhood hunger. 

For more information about this organization, see http://

nokidhungry.org/. 

Ali Jenkins  

International Club Pet Project (continued) 

On January 7th, 2012, Youth and Government 

participants from Homer High School boarded a bus 

and headed to Rochester for the eighth annual In-

terdistrict Conference.  Once there, delegates from 

District Six, Homer, met in the City Hall in Rochester 

with delegates from District One.  This conference 

was a chance for students to meet with people from 

the other districts, discuss and debate bills and cases, 

and practice for the actual conference in Albany, 

which is coming up in March.  There were about one 

hundred students present at the conference - all moti-

vated and bright individuals.  The morning began with 

introductions and speeches from current delegates, 

returning participants, and the Youth and Government 

Governor, Paige H. 

After these presentations, the Youth and Gov-

ernment Club broke into three groups: Legislative, 

Judicial, and Press. In the Legislative branch, students 

formed groups of two to four students who came up 

with a bill or resolution that they wished to have 

passed. Bill topics at the conference ranged from stu-

dent scholarships to social security and from gang vio-

lence to the metric system. The conference was a com-

bination of informal discussions and formal debate. 

Lobbyists, delegates, and bill sponsors all participated 

in the process of trying to pass bills in the government. 

In the Judicial branch, justices worked with the 

attorneys to make sure they were ready for the Albany 

Conference. The attorneys presented their briefs while 

the justices bombarded them with questions and clari-

fications. It is difficult to be an attorney, but all of 

them made their justices proud. They are now ready 

for Albany! 

The Press group also took this opportunity to 

prepare for the March conference. Students in this 

branch spent the day scurrying around taking pictures 

of the happenings of the conference, interviewing 

delegates and officers, and writing articles. The dayôs 

work was all included in the January 7th edition of the 

Parliamentarian, the district conference newsletter. In 

this edition were articles about the youth governor, 

Interdistrict fashions, US governmental officials, and 

current issues in Rochester. 

Overall, everybody worked hard and did ex-

tremely well. Good luck to everyone at the conference 

in Albany! 

Leah Custer and Ali Jenkins  

Youth and Government Interdistrict  

Conference 
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